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Introduction 
This Web Curator Tool (WCT) lesson plan is comprised of a series of tutorials created for 
use within a workshop setting. They are designed to teach a basic understanding of the 
functionality and capability of WCT, without exposing any background system administration 
tasks. 
 
To complete the tutorials in this lesson, you will need access to a working setup of WCT, that 
includes OpenWayback and Heritrix 3. Participants of an officially-run WCT workshop will be 
provided with a Virtual Machine environment containing these as well as any setup 
instructions. 
 
The URLs for two live websites are required for completing the crawling components in this 
lesson plan. 

● One should be a common community website. Unless otherwise told, please use 
http://netpreserve.org/ 

● One should be your own institution’s website, that you have authority to crawl. 
 
Please follow the profile instructions in the tutorials, so as not to overload these websites 
with too much crawler traffic. 
 
This lesson plan was written by the National Library of New Zealand and National Library of 
the Netherlands for the WCT Workshop held at the 2019 IIPC General Assembly, based on 
version 2.x of WCT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Core Concepts 
Before starting the tutorials, please familiarize yourself with the following core concepts 
about the WCT taxonomy/structure. 
 
  

Target The desired entity that is being harvested. Contains 
information relevant to the harvest including some 
metadata. 

Schedule When to run the harvest. A Target may have many 
schedules. 

Profile A profile contains the settings that control how a harvest 
behaves. This is the configuration that Heritrix uses during 
the crawl. 

Harvest 
Authorisation 

A record of the permission obtained from the copyright 
owner for the target of the harvest. 

Seed A URL to be harvested. A Target may have many seeds. 

Target Instance Target Instances are the record of individual harvests that 
are scheduled from Targets. 

Harvest Result The files that are retrieved during a harvest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following diagrams shows the basic overview of the WCT taxonomy for a Target and it’s 
relationships: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
For further reading, please see the WCT documentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://webcuratortool.readthedocs.io/


Lessons 
The following tutorials are ordered in difficulty, gradually introducing more advanced 
functionality of WCT. Tutorials A-D focus on crawling and to a lesser extent harvest 
authorisations and quality review. Tutorials E-F focus more on administration of WCT. 
 
 
 

Tutorial A - Basic Crawling 
What you will learn [authorisations, profiles, scheduling, crawl monitoring, quality 
review] 

Scenario: You must crawl a website that your institution has determined requires 
permission to harvest.  
 

Setup Harvest Authorisation 
A Harvest Authorisation is a record of requested permission from copyright holders (e.g. 
website owner) to harvest a website. You must consider copyright law when you harvest 
material, and also when you preserve it and when you make it accessible to users. 
For more information on Harvest Authorisations in WCT, see the documentation. 
 

1. Navigate to the Harvest Authorisation tab in WCT 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://webcuratortool.readthedocs.io/en/latest/guides/user-manual.html#harvest-authorisations


2. Create a new Harvest Authorisation 

 
 

3. In the General tab enter the following detail 
Title: netpreserv.org 
Description: IIPC Website 

 
 

4. Navigate to the URL Patterns tab. You have determined that there are two different 
URLs that can be used to resolve the site. Enter the following text and click add. 
New URL Pattern: http://netpreserve.org/* 
New URL Pattern: https://netpreserve.org/* 

 
 



5. Navigate to the Authorising Agencies tab, and click Create New. 

 
 

6. The Authorising Agency is the organisation or individual who holds the copyright for 
the website you are harvesting. This record holds the primary contact for the 
Authorising Agency. Enter the following detail, and click Save. 
Title: IIPC 
Description: International Internet Preservation Consortium 
Contact: Jane Doe 
Email: jane.doe@test.email.address 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Navigate to the Permissions tab, and click Create New. 

 
 

8. A Permission is a record of permissions requested from the copyright holder for 
harvested particular URLs. Enter the following detail, and click Save. 
Dates: <the current date> to <blank> 
Status: Approved 
Auth. Agency Response: Hi Institution, we give permission for you to harvest our 
website. 
Special Restrictions: Please do not crawl our website during the weekends. 
Urls: <tick both> 

 


